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11 to join in iO xiCs'suit against JPL
Propulsion Laboratory caused Officials from JPL have Salvo, whose' daughter

/ H_d H_m's disease and o_ ill. vowed to fight the lawsuit, fried Francescadied of H_in's d_-
STAFFWRen nesses, attorneys said Tuesday. in January, and questioned the easeat age 24in 1989.The moth-

JPL, an ann of NASA and the link between the plaintiffs' dis- er is suing for wrongfuldeath.
LA CANADAFLINTRIDGE-- federal government, also has eases and chemicals the labora. Francesca Salvo also is a

Eleven area residents soon will filed documents to hold the U.S. tory admits to dumping in the plaintiff, along with Ramona
join in a lawsuit with three government accountable in the 1940sand '50s. Higley and Tamara Vallier.
plaintiffs who claim that toxic lawsuit if it loses the case,attor. The original four plaintiffs
chemicals caused by the Jet neys said. include Glendaleresident Anita {'{m_turntoSUrf/AS
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Pasadena authorities started
testing for volatile organiccora-

SUIT pounds in city water in 1980,and one of those -- trichloroe-

Cancerlink thylene- was detected in acity.runwaterwenonJan. 11,

claimed l_, said Bad Boman, princi.pal cng'racer for water quality
and supply at the Pasadena Wa-

_ AX ter and PowerDepartment.

both of Sunland, who have In 1985 and 1986, the city
Hodgkin's disease and were Sal. stopped using wells near the
vo*s schoolmates at St. Bede Arroyo Seco because toxic lev-
Catholic School in the 1970s els exceeded maximums set by
about a mile downhill from state Health Department, hesaid. in 1990,the Devil's Gate
JPL. Groundwater Treatment Plant

One of the residents expected began operation in the Arroyo
to be added to the lawsuit un- Seco to strip chemicals from
der an agreement between at- water near dumping pits used
torneys for both sides will al- in the 1940sand 1950s, when
lege he came into contact with the JPL was operated by the
contaminated water while a U.S. Army.
resident of Pasadena,said attor- JPL workers poured chemi-
ney Clifford Pearson, who rep- cals down sinks that drained
resents the plaintiffs, into cesspoolsaround the lab --

The new plaintiffs also will a common practice at the time.
claim that water contaminated
with degreasingsolvents caused Pasadena'swater -- about 40
Hodgkin's disease and other percent of which comes from
cancers, Pearson said. local wells -- currently is safe,Boman said.

JPL, now managed by
Caltech, was placed on the Su-
perfund National Priority List
in 1993.Studies are trying to
determine the extent of the lab-
oratory's responsibility for the
dumping and whether more re-
medial action is necessary, said
Charles Buril, manager of JPL's
environmental affairs office.
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